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BOOK XL

CHAPTER-I.

Containing a very polite scene.

WE will now look back to some personages, who, though
not the principal characters in this history, have yet made
too considerable a figure in it to be abruptly dropped.
And these are colonel James and his lady.

This fond couple never met till dinner the day. after
the masquerade, when they happened to be alone together
in an antechamber before the arrival of the rest of the
company.

The conversation began with the colonel's saying, 4I
1 hope, Madam, you got no cold last night at die mas-
' querade.' To which the lady answered by much the
same question.

They then sat together near five minutes without open-
ing their mouths to each other. At last Mrs. James said,
4 Pray, Sir, who was that masque with you in the dress
4 of a shepherdess ? How could you expose yourself by
4 walking with such a trollop in public; for certainly no
4 woman of any figure would appear there in such a
4 dress ? You know, Mr. James, I never interfere with
1 your affairs; but I would, methinks, for my own sake,
4 if I was you, preserve a little decency in the face of the
' world.7

4 Upon my word,' said James, 41 do not know whom